Winter

Music: Winter – Tori Amos
Duration: 05:40

Lighting Colours: Soft pinks, possibly a hint of cool blue.

Additional Lighting Spec (theatres etc.): If available, use a  follow spot throughout. If there are gobos available, a soft, wintery, snow-like texture is nice. Lighting to remain the same throughout the act.

Stage Set Up: None. I will need a technician/stage manager to stand in the wings, stage left, holding my snowflake fans. The fans need to be held at the top, one in each hand, with the frontside facing the assistant, and the reverse side (with snow pockets) facing the stage. I will walk to the assistant and take these directly approx halfway through the act.

Snow Machine Specification: I will need a stage hand to operate the snow machine (a simple switch). Cue: after I've removed my bra, as I go from kneeling on the floor to standing. 

It will takes a few moments for snow to start coming out of the machine. When snow is present, leave machine running for approx 5-8 seconds, the turn off. 

The snow machine can be fixed to a lighting rig – I have a bracket and safety chain for this, but no bolts. If this option is used, the machine must be fixed by a suitably qualified technician (I am not trained in using lighting rigs). The machine runs on mains electricity with a power cable approx 1m-1.5m long. If an extension cable is required, this will need to be provided by the venue (I do not own a PAT tested extension). The machine projects a light dry foam snow designed for the stage – so whilst it isn't wet, per se, I request that the machine only be used if it can be aimed away from electrical equipment. 

The snow machine projection field depends on the volume set by the operator of the machine, but a general indication is 4m forward, with a width of 1.5 – 2m.

Strike List:

· 1x bra

· 1x corset

· 1x dress/coat

· 1x scarf

· 1x muff

Required introduction from compere: None required. I prefer that the compere provide a gentle introduction as the act is sad and melancholy, requiring no cheers or applause from the audience until the end.

Blurb: A heart-warming tale of self-discovery and love, told using the metaphor of winter. Desribed by 21st Century Pin-Ups as, ‘one of Beatrix’s most moving and magical performances’.

Entering the stage wrapped up in snow-dusted furs, Beatrix slowly peels away her garments to reveal a naked, vulnerable self.

The second half of the act uses fan dancing with beautiful bespoke snowflake fans; transforming the tone to a celebration of love and confidence.

Use of a silent-running snow machine is an optional addition to the finale of this act. Cascades of delicate snowflakes shower down upon Beatrix as she gracefully twirls and flutters across the stage. A photograph of the snowfall finale is available below.

Beatrix provides her own PAT tested Snow-machine and sundries, but the technical specification of this equipment must be checked in order to ensure that use of the machine is feasible.

